
By: Heidi Buck

Flip learns about 

FIRST® Partners !



Flip wanted to learn all about first partners, 
and decided to visit the ranch to find out more...

Howdy 
pardner!

Neigh! 

so, if you 
aren't my 
partner, 
who is?

after some quick 
research on the fll web 
site, flip soon knew just 

where to go!

Nay?
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That was easy!



Yes! Come 
on in.

glad to meet 
you, flip!

Glad to 
meet you 

mark!

Mark Edelman of 
Playing@learning is the 

FLL partner for 
northern california, 

where flip lives!

This looks 
like the right 

place.... 

Are you my 
partner?
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Are you a 
FIRST 

Employee?

No, Partners are 
not paid by FIRST. In 

fact, Here in Northern 
California we're all 

volunteers.

What would 
you like to 

know?

What IS aN FLL 
partner?

Partners are 
people or 

organizations that 
facilitate FIRST 

programs in their 
areas. 
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So... HOW MANY 
PARTNERS ARE 

THERE?

So what all does a 
partner do?
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Cool! 

 There are about 
150 partners 
worldwide!

some regions have many 
people sharing duties -- and 

Some states have many regions!
There are also international 

Partners who direct the 
program overseas.



We're in charge of 
making sure that the 

right equipment is used 
at tournaments too!

I know what 
these are - 
they're FLL 

competition 
tables!

One of the things 
We do is handle the 

competition materials for 
the entire region!

we make sure these 
FLL sets are built 

correctly and delivered 
to all of the 
tournaments.

That is a LOT 
of field kits!
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we have a 
big trailer!

Awesome!!

Looks like you 
need a lot of 

equipment to run a 
tournament!

and 
some of 

these things 
are really 

heavy!

How do you 
manage to get all 

this stuff to a 
tournament?
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FLL isn't the 
only FIRST 
program we 
facilitate 

here...

This is 
the FIRST® 

Tech Challenge 
competition field 

for the 
season!

What's this 
area?

Looks 
like you have 

a lot  to 
store and keep 

track of 
too!

what a great 
medallion!

Besides making 
sure all the rules 

are followed, we also 
manage all the 

awards!
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we also do a lot of  
planning and organization 

for the region.

FIRST sets the 
Standards that we use to 
guide and manage all the 

programs.

Looks like you've 
been doing this for a 

long time - I recognize 
the Mission: Mars 

Logo!

As a partner, 
we're the regional 
contact for these 

programs too.

In fact, I have a 
call from a team coming 

in now that i have to 
take, sorry!...

That's OK, pardner! I 
have to mosey on now 

anyways! thanks for talking 
with me!
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Follow Flip on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/FlipFLLRobot 

®

Now that I KNOW ALL 
ABOUT PARtNERS, I'm 

ready to ride off into 
the setting sun!

Hi-yo silver, 
away!

That 
robot's been 
watching way 

too many 
Westerns!

To find out who your partner is, visit: 
www.usfirst.org/regional-contacts
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The next day, flip was back at the ranch...


