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An FLL team had invited 
Flip to join them on a 

project research outing, 
and today was the big day! a field trip to learn 

more about the challenge 
topic and talk with experts 

is such a great idea.

Mr. Toy, the coach, went over the itinerary 
of the trip with the team.

looks like some 
team parents are 

helping too - that's 
awesome!

I bet the team is 
excited as I am!
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The team had already begun their project by choosing a community where a 
natural event could cause a natural disaster. Next, they had focused on a specific 
natural event that effects their community and researched it during meetings. 

Our goal today is to 
learn more about our  

problem and find out what is being 
done to solve it.

writing down 
questions to ask the 
experts is a smart 

idea!

Yeah!!!

ready 
team? Let's 

go!!
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Mr. Toy and the van driver went over some safety 
rules with the team before leaving the school. 

The first stop for the team was on the banks of the American River in Sacramento. 
There they met two experts from the California State Department of Water Resource 
(DWR) Flood Management Division.
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The experts took the team out 
onto the bridge and pointed out 
areas where natural disasters 
can affect the community.

what a 
fantastic 

view of the 
river!

hey- 
what's 

that jumping 
down there 

in the 
water?

Salmon!!!
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On the levee on the other side of the bridge, Mr. 
Pesavento gave the team a first hand look at one of 

the vehicles they use to do their inspections. 

Nice logo!

Cool! 
they have 
blinky, 
flashy 
lights!
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THis DWR patrol 
vehicle has some nifty 
tools inside to help 

inspectors keep track 
of their areas...

... as well as 
some important 

tools in the back to 
help in case of a 
natural disaster!
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The next stop on the field trip was 
the main headquarters of DWR. 

Mr. Rizzardo explained 
to the team that people 
were working inside and 

that we all had to be 
courteous and quiet.

HEre we 
go!
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Inside, everyone first had to 
check in at the front desk!

thanks for 
helping me sign my 

name, i forgot to bring 
my writing attachment!

The team loved getting official 
Visitor Badges! 
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After riding up the elevator, the team got to check out 
the DWR's Emergency Management control room!

This room is 
used when a 

natural disaster 
affects the 
community!
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The experts shared a lot of 
valuable information with the 

team...and showed them some of 
the tools they currently use.

We've got another one 
over here!

The team also got the 
chance to ask some 

great questions!
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Michael Anderson, the 
State Climatologist at 

DWR, explained some of 
the weather that affects 
the team's  community.

It's good that 
you're taking notes! 
This will really help 

with your project.

Cool! I 
feel like 

I'm at a TED 
talk!!
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Follow Flip on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/FlipFLLRobot 

®

Much thanks to FLL Team Tigers - from Twelve Bridges 
Elementary School, Lincoln, CA -

and the State of California - Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management - for letting flip tag along on 

this nature's fury field trip!

this field 
trip was 
amazing!

Going on a field trip is an invaluable experience for your team 
- Not only to learn more about the topic - but also to get the 
chance to connect with STEM experts in their community!


